
CONFLICT OF INTEREST IN TOBACCO CONTROL POLICY - TIMELINE

2023 2024

Open Evidence

ENSP

16/01

Tender 

awarded by 

the HaDEA

16/01

Tender 

awarded by 

the HaDEA

17/05

Press article on 

the topic 

(Euractiv)

17/05

Press article on 

the topic 

(Euractiv)

19/06

TE letter to the EC on 

procedural shortfalls & 

mentions concerns on ENSP 

for the first time

28/07

DG SANTE replies & 

denies COI

27/10

TE writes again to DG 

SANTE & asks for 

declaration of honor to be 

invalidated

30/11

DG SANTE replies 

& reiterates position

13/03

TE notices OE employee 

involved in PC process is 

actively engaging against the 

industry, and writes to the 

Ombudsman about its 

concerns

13/03

In the same 

letter, TE 

reiterates 

concerns on 

ENSP

24/04

Ombudsman unable 

to deal with our 

complaint as this 

should have been 

addressed to DG 

SANTE first (even if in 

Cc)

27/05

DG SANTE 

replies 

on ENSP 

concerns only, 

and stands on 

its position

12/08
Ombudsman 

shares 
report of 

meeting with 
DG SANTE to 

TE

State of play: 
TE to take action 

following DG 
SANTE’s letter

24/04

Ombudsman 

opens a case 

on how the 

COM handled 

the ENSP case 

and asks for an 

answer by May 

27

8/05

 TE writes 

identical 

letter to DG 

SANTE 

6/08

DG SANTE 

replies and 

reiterates 

there is no 

COI

State of play:
TE to provide 
comments on 
the report by 

September 20

https://ted.europa.eu/en/notice/-/detail/048118-2023
https://ted.europa.eu/en/notice/-/detail/048118-2023
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/stakeholders-bicker-over-eu-tender-on-tobacco-control-policy/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/stakeholders-bicker-over-eu-tender-on-tobacco-control-policy/
https://www.tobacco-europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/RE_Procedural-Shortfalls-on-the-evaluation-of-the-Tobacco-Control-Acquis.pdf
https://www.tobacco-europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/RE_Ares_2023_7385210_Tobacco-Europe_B4R1HaDEA.pdf
https://www.tobacco-europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/TE-Letter-on-Consultants-Conflict-of-Interest.pdf
https://www.tobacco-europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/TE-Letter-on-Consultants-Conflict-of-Interest.pdf
https://www.tobacco-europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/TE-Letter-on-Consultants-Conflict-of-Interest.pdf
https://www.ombudsman.europa.eu/en/opening-summary/en/185486
https://www.tobacco-europe.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/TE-Letter-on-Consultants-Conflict-of-Interest-to-the-EC.pdf
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